VILLAGE OF ST. JOSEPH

BOARD MEETING

SEPTEMBER 26, 2017

Mayor Fruhling-Voges called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all present.
Roll call was taken.  
Fruhling-Voges  
Present 




Rigdon

Present 




Gherna

Present





McCarty    

Present




Laubscher

Present




Rogers

Absent




Rapp


Present 


Others in attendance:  Tiffany McElroy-Smetzer, Village Clerk; Julie Hendrickson, Village Office Manager; Mike Peters, Village Maintenance Superintendent; Luke Fisher, Assistant Public Works Director; Buddy McElwee, Chair of the Planning & Zoning Commission; Rusty Schaffer, St. Joseph Stanton Fire Protection District; Susan Monte, Champaign County (Regional Planning Commission RPC),Steve & Rhonda Littlefield, Samuel Furrer, Todd Woods, Jim Wagner, Casey Phillips, Andy Wilsey, Marianna Bender, Amy Dickman, Bill Campbell, Village residents, Village business owners, and Village residents; and Nora Maberry-Daniels, The Leader
MINUTES:  The minutes of the Village Board Meeting held on September 12, 2017 were presented to the Board.  Rigdon motioned and McCarty seconded to approve the minutes as presented.  Voice vote was taken.  Motion passed 5-0.
BILLS:   Rigdon motioned and McCarty seconded to pay the bills as presented.  Roll call vote was taken:  Rigdon – Aye; Gherna – Aye; McCarty – Aye, Laubscher – Aye; and Rapp – Aye.  Motion passed 5 - 0.

PLANNING & ZONING COMMMISION:  McElroy-Smetzer, Monte, Lierman, and McElwee updated the Board on the Planning and Zoning Commission meeting held on September 22, 2017.   The Planning & Zoning Commission voted to recommend that the Village Board not approve the text and map amendments by a vote of 4-1 with one abstention.  A few of the Commissioners wanted more information regarding the size of the proposed Town Center, taxes, etc.  

Two business and property owners spoke in favor of the Town Center project.  One property owner stated that he did not want the “17” encircling his project.  
Monte requested that the Board not vote on this issue tonight.  She would like the Board to wait until the October Board meeting to consider this issue.  Monte wants to provide the Board with packets regarding the text and map amendments.  

Rigdon motioned and McCarty seconded to table this issue until the October 24th meeting.  Roll call vet was taken:  McCarty – Aye, Laubscher – Aye, Rapp – Aye, Rigdon – Aye, and Gherna – Aye.  Motioned passed 5.0
MAYOR’S DESK:    Fruhling-Voges reported that the IML sent a brief on the new mandate for municipalities 5,000 and over.  The mandate requires that all municipalities this size have a 20-year Long Range Highway Transportation Plan.  She reported that she is pleased that our Village already has a Transportation Plan. 
Fruhling-Voges reported that IML also sent a brief reporting that the State will be paying the full amount on Personal Property Tax. 
COMMITTEE UPDATES:  

FINANCE:   Fruhling-Voges reported that she and Hendrickson had attended an insurance meeting.  This broker had good news this time.  The increase was only 5% to keep the same level of coverage.  Fruhling-Voges requested that the Board vote to accept this bid.  Rigdon motioned and Laubscher seconded to accept the insurance bid as presented.  Roll call vote was taken: McCarty – Aye, Laubscher – Aye, Rapp – Aye, Rigdon – Aye, and Gherna – Aye.  Motion passed 5-0.

Fruhling-Voges reported that to proceed with the TIF process the proposed ordinance “Ordinance Approving a Letter of Engagement for Engaging an Independent Registered Municipal Advisor by and between The Village of St. Joseph and The Economic Development Group.”  Rigdon motioned and McCarty seconded to approve the Ordinance as presented. Roll call vote was taken:  Laubscher – Aye, Rapp – Aye, Rigdon – Aye, Gherna – Aye, and McCarty – Aye.  Motion passed 5-0.
Fruhling-Voges reported on the committee report.  The committee recommended to assign extra duties for a trial period of 6 months.  He will have an increase in compensation for the trial period.  Rigdon motioned and Laubscher seconded to approve the committee’s recommendations.  Roll call vote was taken: Rapp – Aye, Rigdon – Aye, Gherna – Aye, McCarty – Aye, and Laubscher – Aye.  Motion passed 5-0.

Fruhling-Voges reported on the success of the Autumn Fest.  She thanked Mike Peters and Julie Hendrickson for all their hard work to make the event a success.  

SANITARY SEWER:  Rigdon reported that the lift station at the corner of Elm and Grand went down.  Fisher has completed the repairs.  Everything is back on line.
PARKS & RECREATION:   Rapp reported that he had received information about a circus that wants to come to town.  He will research this and bring it back to the Board.

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS:  Nothing to report.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY:   Laubscher reported that he wanted to discuss the possibility of a golf cart ordinance.  There will be a have a committee meeting to discuss this.  
STREETS & ALLEYS:  Nothing to report.
ATTORNEY’S DESK:  Lierman presented the Board with an ordinance regarding the Village’s bid procedures:  Rapp motioned and Gherna seconded to approve the ordinance as received.  Roll call vote was taken: Rapp – Aye, Rigdon – Aye, Gherna – Aye, McCarty – Aye, and Laubscher – Aye.  Motion passed 5-0. 
At 8:30, Laubscher motioned and Gherna seconded to adjourn the meeting.

These minutes are respectfully submitted.  

_____________________________________________

Tiffany McElroy-Smetzer

Village Clerk
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